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HEATING UP? THE NUCLEAR SAFETY DEBATE 
ANNCR? 

ONE-HUNDRED-FIFTY PROMINENT AMERICAN SCIENTISTS, INCLUDING 
FIVE NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS, HAVE 3ANDEO TOGETHER TO RESIST 
OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR POWER PLANT DEVELOPMENT. VOA SCIENCE 
EDITOR LASZLO DOSA HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE? 

NUCLEAR POWER SAFETY HAS BECOME AN EMOTIONALLY CHARGED 
PUBLIC ISSUE. FOR EXAMPLE, IN NEXT WEEK'S CALIFORNIA PRIMARY 
ELECTION, THE VOTERS IN THAT STATE WILL BE ASKED WHETHER 
OR NOT THEY APPROVE PROPOSED NE‘! CONTROLS AND RESTRICTIONS WHICH 
WOULD VIRTUALLY HALT FURTHER NUCLEAR POWER DEVELOPMENT IN 
CALIFORNIA AS WELL AS CUT BACK ON POWER PRODUCTION BY EXISTING 
NUCLEAR PLANTS. 

OPPONENTS OF NUCLEAR POWER ARGUE THAT ATOMIC POWER PLANTS 
ARE UNSAFE AND THAT NUCLEAR WASTE PRODUCTS WILL CONSTITUTE A 
DANGER TO LIFE ON EARTH FOR MANY THOUSANDS OF YEARS TO COME, 
BUT NUCLEAR POWER ADVOCATES POINT OUT THAT NO EFFORT HAS BEEN 
SPARED TO ASSURE THE SAFETY OF ATOMIC POWER PRODUCTION. UNLIKE 
COAL MINING, FOR EXAMPLE, WHICH CLAIMS MANY LIVES EVERY YEAR, 
NOQ ONE HAS EVER BEEN KILLED IN NUCLEAR POWER PLANT OPERATIONS. 

SPEAKING FOR THE ONE-HUNDRED-FIFTY AMERICAN SCIENTISTS WHO 
HAVE DECIDED TO TAKE A STAND ON BEHALF OF THE PEACEFUL ATOM, 
FREDERICK SEITZ, PRESIDENT OF NEW YORK'S ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY, 
SAYS THAT "NUCLEAR ENERGY IS SfFE," IN HIS WORDS, "THIS DOES 
NOT MEAN THAT IT ENTAILS NO RISK WHATEVER" BECAUSE "EVERY 


ASPECT OF HUMAN EXISTENCE CARRIES SOME DEGREE OF RISK." 
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MANY OPPONENTS OF NUCLEAR POWER CONCEDE THAT THE SAFETY 
OF THE ATOMIC POWER PLANTS THEMSELVES IN ADEQUATE. DISPOSAL 
OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE PRODUCTS IS WHAT WORRIES THEM MOST. 
THESE WASTES MUST BE ISOLATED AND GUARDED, PRACTICALLY FOREVER, 
BECAUSE THEY REMAIN DANGEROUSLY RADIOACTIVE FOR AS LONG AS 
HALF~A~MIELLION YEARS. 

THE ADVOCATES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY AGREE THAT THESE 
RADIOACTIVE ASHES MUST BE KEPT OUT OF THE HANDS OF TERRORISTS 
WHO MIGHT USE THEM TO MAKE ATOMIC BOMBS, AND THAT THE WASTES 
MUST BE PREVENTED FROM CONTAMINATING THE ENVIRONMENT. THE 
PRESENT STORAGE METHODS HAVE SERVED THE PURPOSE UP TO NOW, 
BUT AS NUCLEAR POWER PRODUCTION INCREASES, EVER GREATER 
AMOUNTS OF WASTE MATERIALS WILL HAVE TO BE SAFELY DISPOSED 
OF, ANO MANY SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS ARE HARD AT WORK ON 
THAT VEXING PROBLEM, 
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